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Chase Who Pamted
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HY LIFE AMND ANT O
TAM MEEEKLTE ¢ HASE
biography. Mr. Ciass is not porirayed
exclusively as a painter. Not for an in-
gunl are we allowed 10 Jose sight of the
intensely hunsan being that struggled be-
kind the brush and the palette and man-
aged in the end to place lus unique self
in the creaied cansas
Usiicue is perbaps a dapgerons word:
~Chase’s art was unusial as opposed to
“mneanventional, subtle revo-
fionary: it heldd the of
pivie, and stade s oaoagrehity of the master,
It eannot be aequired, it 1s 1he most ans-
tocratie and u..nng]h.: of all the quulities
that zo 10 make a good picture.”

He Loved the Exotic.

mstead  of

clusive saeret

After Clase Lad fasbed fos stadies
Munich and had gained there suel a brill-
TBavt veputation he de<eomded npon New
Yok and America, whiel were still in the
Vietarian awe. The uadson River seliool,
wills sy s of sedate land-
senpe. the devatees of pulchiritude
and Lawless beguty leld the day,
Against this “penicivas ideal prefti-
ness” was ardenily combative, His
wius (ke chiel inspiration {hat {ided us
over that dull transitional period to a
pewer and benlihier art. These days saw
the begiuning of the Teuth street studio.
Poor, awd perliaps peorer than  other
youug arfisis, Chase pevertheless man-
siged 1o buy with a nagoilieent ineonse-
guenee wost ol the things lis exe fancied
—and his faney vsually led bim to riotous
culur effecly, gorgeons cowbinations and
FAre curios.
His wife in later yveurs v
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W tel! many
8 tale ¢f agonized seli~denials poor Chase
suflferwd betere an array of quaint rings
wnd costly trensures, .-\I:]u.-l.lgll his im-
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" o WILLIAM CHASE'S PORTRAIT oy HIMSELF

arination fed on the exolie, his eanvases
show rare restraint and wasterly subjuga
tion ol waterials,

On Fifth Avenue.

Chiase hiwself lent a picturesque pres-
enee to the life of lower Fifth avenue in
the late "70s. The New York thorough-
ture, which was unbelievably placid then,
was little moved by the young painter in
lits Munich siudent’s cap, aecompanied by
o =loek Russian bound and sowetimes by
servanl, Daniel, bearing up
bravely under a conspicuous red fez

A voaored

The United States and

HGLE 1o the generat pablie here in
w Anieriea the greeal war menns the
sirays le on the western front, the deadiy
sraring back and forth on the soil of
stricken Franee, the minds of Exrope look
towird the east whenee the frouble came
siad where lie problems that will moeke a
Jasting peace impossibie 10 they are not
solved with farsceing wisdom.

The region knowi as the Ballans Las

alwars been a mensee to the peaee of
iBurepe; indeed, 1o the peace of the
world; for mo uatin s sufficiently 1so-

lated any longer to escape the offects of
war in a civilized part of the globe.

Fascinating a< are the volumes of let-
ters frum the front, the books that tell
of the stress of battle, personal dunper
apd personal hereista, these wha ok 2
lintle devper sizh woh regrel that booss
of & wore weighty charicter are not
more generally vead.  Personal heroisin
bhowever great, personal saerifice however
moble, will net disentangle the hideous
web in which the world is now eanght.
Nothing but what I'rof. Adkins eails “the
bard thinking that buris” will do that.
The Balkan question ealls for thinking
and tlunking hard and long.

A Serbian Viewpoint.

M. Savir's Sowtheaciera e
ensses the Balkens from the Serbian point
of view. 1(iswell dene. 1is kpowledge 1s
great, and the warmth of his styvle car-
ries the weader throagh pages of lis-
torival, des- Jreivee atied #tal ] muiar
with o interest as well sa<lained as good
ficticn inspires,

It is not Serhia as we {hat is
the profagonst of M. Savie’s ook, It as
the nats ferid
ahait the Ralkans, livine, me ll_l of 1hem,
wnder Hounganan, Turkish or Russian
rle. Serbia as an’ independent Ringdom
was merely one effort in a eentury long
struggle for independence. The ernshing
of that little kingdom wnd the terrible re-
treat of the Serbian army through the
mountans of Albenia i~ one of the heavi-
el frapedios of fonr vear

Amcrica’s Chicef Role.

M. Savie

rope dis-

know B

st el the SecdeCraats, e

of war.

starts ot by cmplusizing
the mportan " the entranes of the
Tnited States int war. This mmpor-
tanee arises less from e material and we
ean eive them than from the Taet that we
alone of all the nations eoncerned lave
no =e'fish inter-ts in the future seftle-
mwent.  Our Serloan zuthor naikes an im-

1w

passioned plea to us to keep our lands
elean in this respect, and to point the way
%o other nations, even if some of those to

wlo=e aid we aw now are reluetant
to tuke the path we puoint out 1o them.
He implores us to stand firmly for a
federation of frer Balkan nations whieh
may stand as a halwark against terri-
torial uggression by the great Powers. If
we can bring sueli a federation into pow-
erful existenee we will Lave removed a
standing threat to the prace of the world.

Ealt LS

It is interesiing to note that M. Sa-
vie, in bis chapter on The Case of Aus-
trio-Hungarn, eomes, through the identi-
eul reasoning, to the coneclusion reached
by Leun Trotzky in The Bolsheviki and
Wourld Peace. M. Savie says:

The existence of Austrin-Hungary will

mrean he prolongation of the unsettled
corulitions i Central Foarope anl a permua-
el dunger o pra v

un the maintenan s of Austra-Jlun-

zorv be in the interesy of dernorratic
ol Froowe and the United States?Y

The chapters deuling with Serbia's hs-
tory unmadiately preceding the outhreak
9!’ the war, and Imh the crime at Sers-

Eng-

.

Young artists of that period did not
dream that they were leading the vie de
bolieme, and. quite 25 a matler of course,
renovated their shirt troats wirth Clunese
white and dined comtortally enongl in
dark basement restinrainis,

Chase was especially  Lappy in lis
friends. The famons Tile Club, a band of
congenial spirits whose pochetbooks were
as meagre as Ltheir ¢oonpuny was convivial,
ean boust of o -1-' ahec ! boaes that will

It belell one summer that the mewhers,
including Chase, Saint-tisadens, Alden

Weir, Hophinson Smith and other fulure
notables, were, as often bapprned, short of
woney. Schemings ripened into a8 canal
boat trip up the Hudsor and through the
Erie Canal that set a good many prople
gaping. Hopkinson Swmith, at a stipulated
sum, was to write up the trip for Senb-
mer’s, and the artist members were o con-
tribute their serviees as iltustrators.

A Bizarre Voyage.

Like to Cleopatru’s biarge, an old canal
hoat was fitted up with ancient brocades,
Oricntal rugs and stringed instruments,
Toward eveuing the gay cavaliers sailed
away with banners flving. Japanese lan-
terns lighted and a gorgeous rug trailing
in the water. The story of the consterna-
tion and the deriseom that this veyage
eased would Gl a volume, but the twelve
free spirits came thiongh unseatbed and
with a good story.

Chase went throueh ite wath much of
the simple, wholehenrted zect of Lis vouth-
tul years, The one ah=orinng interest, out-
side of his art, was Lis fannly. Wlenever
possible the members of hon=ehold.
who were many, accomwpanied him o lus
frequent visits to Europe, and when not
with him reecived every day evidenee of
his love and remembranee.

To bis pupils bie gave the es=ence of hLis
genius, and, what is more, his hving,
creating presenee and beautiul enthusi-
asm. He loathed deliberate affevtutions in
art. His usual advies to the eager aspiraut
was, “Do not try to pant the grandiose
thing. D'aint the eommonplice so that it
will be distinguished.”

his

THE LIFE AND ART o' WILLIAM
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Southeastern Europe

jevo, are of zreat mportunee. M. Sa-
vie believes that “for all those who eon-
spired againsi the worlds peace and lib-
erties the tragedy of Serijevo was the
finest opportunity for letling loose thetr
evil designs. 5 Serbia was not
the eause of the wat, hot <she was 2 cause
of the war. The existence of
Serbia meant Tor \-'sia the negation of
her position as a great Vower and a stum-
bling block in the way of lLer expan-
gion.”

The plans for i vniled Slav nation of
Serbia, outlined as the Sabh national as-
piration, are of great intere<t.  The book
is indeed, as . Nicholus Murray Butler
tells us in his infraduetion, not a book

for the specinlisi wene. hat for every
intr“igrm reppetes
Prof. Adkins di-m- o 1-Til b!- ﬂl‘

vpening words of s |-r--!::w- to Histeri-
cal Backgrouwds of the Gireat War.

“In writing (Lese pages,” 0 |

lis =axw,

have aimed r.dlnr at pu-\olun;: Ihoughl.

Fi

It's another “OVER THE TOP' book

than at imparting exact mformation;
and il a eritical reader undertakes te
check my statements he will doubtiess
find the book affords mueh vuluable ex-
ercise.”

After that one eannot politely spend
much fime checking a few stalements
which seem inexuct. The eonversational
character of these essave makes them
highly readable, und they really do pro
voke to thought, The book is addressed
to English readers, and was written in the
early months of the war. This last fact
lessens the value of eertain chapters, par-
tieularly those on Russia. DPerhaps the
author is rather too hard on English
national shorteomings. But the English
are used to hammering and take alot of it

rather well.
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ARTHUR GUY EMPEY

Auther of “ OVER THE TOP”

From Four Citles

“The Government might well purcluse the
volume (‘First Call’) for distribution in its
""—Buslon erald.

“Rich with information, valuable to the men
in the fight and immeasurably enlightening to
those who aren't."—( hicago T'ribune,

“An admirably useful book, which bids fair
to be read by everybody in the country.” -
Plala. Public Ledger.

“Every page of the book I imstinct with
Empey's own tr!ru:hmt Rrw:}' good-humored,

expeditionary force.

efficient personality.”

— « Times.




